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BEFORE THE NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL
WESTERN ZONE, BENCH AT PUNE
ORIGINAL APPLICATION NO. 79 OF 2023 (WZ)

DISTRICT - CHH. SAMBHAJINAGAR

Dr. Pramod Eknathrao Jadhav & Othrs
Vs
The State of Maharashtra & Othrs

AFFIDAVIT IN REPLY
(On Behalf of Respondent No. 21)

I, Prakash Rustumrao Deshmukh, Age: 57 years,
Occupation:  Service, presently working as  District
Superintendent Agricultural Officer, Chhatrapati
Sambhajinagar, having office at Darga Road, Chhatrapati
Sambhajinagar, Respondent No. 21, do hereby solemnly affirm

and state as under:

ZEFORE ME

Notary G L
Reg. Nou 3433
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1. [ say that, I am Respondent No. 21 in the present Original
Application and am duly authorized to file this Affidavit in

Reply as directed by this Hon’ble Tribunal.

2. I say and submits that, by order dated 06/08/2025 in
present Original Application, this Hon’ble Tribunal was pleased
and directed Applicant to add the District Superintendent
Agricultural Officer, Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar, as Party
Respondent No. 21 and directed the Applicant to approach this
Respondent with evidence of crop loss, relevant documents,
and details of the period for which compensation is claimed.
This Hon’ble Tribunal further directed answering respondent
for submission of a report within two months. Thereafter, by
order dated 20/11/2025, this Hon’ble Tribunal issued notice
to present respondent and directed submission of report as

directed in previous order.

3. I say and submits that, in compliance with the said orders,
a Committee headed by the Sub-Divisional Agricultural Officer,
Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar, comprising six members, was

constituted by order dated 08/12/2025 for assessment of

gEFORE ME
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crop damage. The Committee was directed to visit the field and

submit its report. The copy of the committee formation order

dated 08/12/2025 is annexed as ANNEXURE R-1.

4. The Committee visited Village Pathri, Taluka Phulambri,
District Chhatrapati  Sambhajinagar on 30/12/2025.
Soil samples and water samples were collected from field of
representative farmers and crop condition was verified. The

Committee submitted its report on 03/02/2026.

5. The Committee found that the soil is strongly alkaline,
extremely high lime content, containing excessive salts, hard
& compact in texture, and deficient in Nitrogen, Phosphorus,
Potassium, Iron, Zinc and Manganese. Such soil is less

productive.

6. Water samples were found in C3S1 class indicating high
salinity. Such water can be used only in well-drained soil and
for salt-tolerant crops with proper salt management.
The crops inspected included sugarcane, cotton, red gram

(tur), maize, wheat, ginger, potato, mango, custard apple and
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jamun. The Committee observed reduced tillering in
sugarcane; stunted growth and flower shedding in cotton, red
gram and maize; rotting of ginger; reduced fruiting in custard

apple; and stunted growth in mango.

7. The Committee assessed/estimated about 20% to 30%
reduction in productivity due to saline/polluted irrigation
water. Farmers reported reduced productivity during the last
four to five years and some farmers were bringing water from
non-contaminated areas. Loss assessment was calculated
based on Minimum Support Price and productivity of year
2024-25 for crops including wheat, bajra, red gram, cotton,
gram and maize. The Copy of the field visit report submitted by
dated 03/02/2026 along with soil and water testing reports

are annexed herewith and marked as ANNEXURE R-2 Colly.

8. Respondent No. 21 has complied with the orders dated
6/08/2025 and 20/11/2025 in letter and spirit. If Hon’ble
Tribunal directs any additional information/report within
scope of respondent no. 21, same will be complied as speedily

as possible.
BEFORE ME

%&M
~ o GOvE Of e

931



932

5

9. The deponent craves leave of this Hon’ble Tribunal to

submit additional documents as and when required.

10. It is therefore prayed that this Hon’ble Tribunal may be
pleased to take this Affidavit in Reply along with Annexures R-

1 & R-2 on record and pass appropriate orders.

Hence this Affidavit-in-Reply.

DEPONENT

N

LA"

T
' ;\‘}},‘ .
Date: |(/02/2026 (Prakash S/o R}s.s'tumrao Deshmukh)

Submitted by :-

{ j{tbl \"l /_'
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VERIFICATION
I, Prakash S/o Rustumrao Deshmukh, Age: 57 years,
Occupation:  Service, presently working as  District
Superintendent Agricultural Officer, Chhatrapati
Sambhajinagar, Respondent no. 21 verify that the contents of
this Affidavit para 1 to 10 are read over and explained to me
in Marathi and I have understood same correctly. true and

correct to my knowledge and belief.

v~ Th
Hence verified on thisj.&.day of February 2026 at Chh.

Sambhajinagar
=
c;')/_f—;;,:z:..*;.;: e
A& ¢ & i Place-Chh.Sambhajinagar DEPONENT

;f!j.%,’_&;‘_.«" srs‘éiﬂ? !;,“ : ' m }\) A,k"‘l
; N ; N ) ; ; ,\ M e
. § S&od Date;1.4/02/2026_ (Prakash S/o Rustumrao Deshmukh)
CB QESSN il
LE- gL »
MEXEIIT e
sef S Sy Identified & ~
W WO e T

NSO =;'CRQN'V\’CW%Q>
"Xi s Explained b )
GoN - AFFIDAVIT

Solemnly affirmed before me

by Shri/Smt. m_m_ﬂﬁ%

Rjofpudard =Sy
T Byl pist: fbpnd] S- 5~
Who Identifled by : —82u_Nuaj AuAag”™

Wiom He / Shelspersonally Known, o

- EGISTERED
NOTED & R R

AT Sr.NO. .
THIS DGCU!;&ENT CONTAINS

3
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